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BHADRIRAJU KRISHNAMURTI

Professor Bhadriraju Krishnamurti, on whom the Sahitya
Akademi is conferring its Fellowship today, is an
internationally reputed linguist and one of the most eminent
scholars in Telugu with twenty-five books and over one
hundred research papers.

Born on June 19, 1928, in Ongole, a coastal town in
Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh, Bh. Krishnamurti did his
B.A.(Hons) in Telugu Language and Literature with First
Class First from the Andhra Universitiy, Waltair, in 1948,
and M.A., Ph.D., from University of Pennsylvania(1955,
1957). He was awarded Fulbright and Smith-Mundt
Fellowship of USEFI(1954-55) and Rockefeller Foundation
Fellowship(1955-56).

Beginning his teaching career as a Lecturer in Telugu
Language and Literature in Andhra University. in 1949, which
position he held till 1960. he went on to become Asst.
Professor, University of California at Berkeley during 1960-
61, and Reader in Telugu and Dravidian Linguistics in Sri
Venkatesvara University, Tirupati, during 1961-62. He was
then appointed Professor in Osmania University, Hyderabad,
to establish the Department of Linguistics where he was
Head during the period 1962-79, and served as Principal,
College of Arts and Commerce, Dean, Faculty of Arts, and
Syndicate Member, till his retirement in 1988. By that time,
the Department of Linguistics was upgraded as Advanced
Centre of Linguistics. He was the Vice-Chancellor, University
of Hyderabad, during the period 1986-93. He held the position
of Honorary Professor there from 1993 to '96, and from
2003, in Andhra University, Waltair.

He reached one of the memorable points of his career
when he occupied the Tagore Centenary Chair as Professor
of Linguistics at Oxford University in 1962.

He has been Visiting Professor in the University of
California at Berkeley, Cornell University, Ithaca, Hawaii
University, University of Illinois, Urbana, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, University of Pennsylvania.
Philadelphia, University of Texas (U.S.A.), Visiting Scientist.
Max Planck Institute in Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig,
Germany) Austral National University (Australia) and
Universities of Tokyo and Kumamoto (Japan). He is also the
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recipient of a number of Fellowships from several
distinguished bodies in these countries.

His scholarly contributions on a wide range of themes
including descriptive, historical, comparative and socio-
linguistics, language planning and teaching, literacy, speech
pathology, lexicography, translation, literature etc., remain
unrivalled. It is he who evolved the methodology for the
preparation of dialect dictionaries of occupational terms and
published the first two in the series, which comprises nine
such volumes now. This is the first work of its kind in South
Asia. He also developed the principles for writing Telugu
concordances of classical works. His book and essays on
Comparative Dravidian Linguistics puts him as one of the
top two or three scholars on this subject in the world. Above
all, his role in popularizing linguistics as a discipline in
Andhra Pradesh through several teaching courses and his
articles in Telugu, is worthy of special note.

Bh. Krishnamurti He did pioneering work in various
fields—Ilike the field work he did on several tribal languages,
publishing eventually the grammar of a tribal language called
Kubi, and his work on Telugu grammar, dialectology,
lexicography etc. He has edited a volume on the history of
the Telugu language, Telugu Bhasha Charitra which has
gone into five reprints, speaking for its popularity. 4 Grammar
of Modern Telugu which he co-authored with JPL Gwynn,
and published by OUP, Delhi, 1985, is used all over the
world. Some of his other important works are: Telugu Verbal
Bases: A Comparative and Descriptive Study (Berkeley:
University of California Press,1961), Studies in Indian
Linguistics (Ed.), Konda or Kubi: A Dravidian Language
(Hyderabad: Govt. of AP,1969), Language, Education and
Society (New Delhi: Sage,1998) Comparative Dravidian
Linguistics: Current Perspectives( UK: Oxford,2001), The
Dravidian Languages,(UK: Cambridge University Press,
2003), Gold Nuggets: An Anthology of Telugu Short Stories
of the Post-Independence Period in Translaion [(Ed., with
Ch.Vijayasree,) New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, 2003] etc.
Presently, he is working on Tikkana Rachanasilpam on the
writings of Tikkana, and on a Telugu-English Dictionary.

Bh. Krishnamurti is member of many learned Bodies
like the Linguistic Society of America, Dravidian Linguistic
Association, Indian Council of Social Science Research, New
Delhi. Convener, Panel of Linguists, University Grants
Commission, Member of governing bodies like Board of
Governors, Central Institute of English and Foreign
Languages, Hyderabad, Indian Advisory Committee,
American Institute of Indian Studies, New Delhi, Society of
Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla, General Council,
National Institute of Rural Development, Hyderabad, Working
Group of Languages, Planning Commission, Ministry of
Human Resource Development, Govt. of India, etc. He was
an Executive Board Member of the Sahitya Akademi when
it was formed, and later on, for three terms.

Bh. Krishnamurti is recipient of Vijaya Shree Award
from India International Friendship Society, New Delhi,
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Sadguru Sri Sivananda Murthy Eminent Citizen Award and
honoured with a citation at South Asian Language Analysis
Roundtable 1991, for ‘outstanding contribution to South Asian
Linguistics,” Hon.D.Litt. from Sri Venkateshvara University,
Tirupati etc. He was elected Fellow, Royal Society of
Edinburgh, recently.

Bh.Krishnamurti’s place in the world of letters is that of
a doyen. His pioneering work and unique contributions make
him one of the most respected names in Indian literature.

Sahitya Akademi is honoured by conferring its highest
honour, the Fellowhsip, on this great scholar, Professor
Bhadriraju Krishnamurti.
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